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guard at the door. Sherman inquired if Fremont was up
yet The guard said he didn't know. ' Then find out!"
said Sherman in a peremptory tone. The sentry called
for the corporal of the <juard, to whom Sherman addressed
the same inquiry; the same answer was given, and then
Sherman repeated the same command. The corporal went
into the house, and a few minutes later the front door
opened and Isaiah C. Woods, an old California acquaint-
ance of Sherman's, came out. Sherman had a friendly
chat with him, and told him that he must see Fremont at
once. So Woods returned to the house and in a few-
minutes Sherman was ushered into Fremont's presence.
Fremont was very cordial, hut was unable to offer Sherman
any immediate assistance as, he said, he must first drive
the Rebel army out of Missouri.

That afternoon Sherman left St. Louis and returned to
Louisville, He found that city surcharged with excite-
ment. The Legislature had declared for the Union, and
the Rebel armies were rapidly advancing through the
State. A. S. Johnston was entrenched at Bowling Green,
Zollicoffer was at Somerset, Pillow and Polk occupied
Columbus, and Buckner was rapidly advancing on Louis-
ville. The Federal commanders were utterly unprepared
to cope with them. Grant had a strong force at Paducah,
but Anderson at Louisville was practically helpless.
Buckner's Rebel army was only thirty miles away and
would perhaps already have been in Louisville had not a
loyal citizen, named Bird, displaced a railroad rail, and thus
wrecked the train which was bringing Buckner's advance
guard. This incident caused some delay to Buckner and
saved the city.

Sherman set to work vigorously, bringing into the city
all available troops and getting them ready for action.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